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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, EC 

SUBJECT: CIVIL AVIATION: ECUADOREAN PRESS REPORTS ON COMING 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH U.S. 

REF: A) QUITO 5994 B) QUITO 5676 

1. MINISTER OF NATIONAL DEFENSE, GENERAL MARCO ALMEIDA, 

TOLD THE ECUADOREAN PRESS ON AUGUST 14 THAT THE AVIATION 
AUTHORITIES OF ECUADOR AND THE UNITED STATES WILL BE MEETING 
DURING THIS MONTH WITH THE OBJECTIVE OF "CONSIDERING AND 
APPROVING A BILATERAL AGREEMENT ON CIVIL AVIATION POLICIES 
THAT WOULD BE TRULY EQUITABLE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PRINCIPLE 
OF RECIPROCITY...", ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS. THE MINISTER 

IS ALSO QUOTED AS SAYING THAT THE GOE WILL BE SEEKING TO 
OBTAIN AUTHORIZATION FOR THE ECUADOREAN AIRLINE ECUATORIANA 
TO LAND IN NEW YORK. HE ALSO REPORTEDLY SAID THAT "THE 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CIVIL AVIATION, IN ORDER TO SOLVE WHAT- 
EVER PROBLEM MAY PRESENT ITSELF IN THE FUTURE, HAS 
EMPOWERED THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF CIVIL AVIATION TO AUTHORIZE 
THE FLIGHTS THAT ARE NECESSARY BY THE COMPANIES TO 
SATISFY THE SPACE AVAILABILITIES WHENEVER THERE IS 
PASSENGER DEMAND FROM AND TO ECUADOR." 

2. THE PRESS REPORTS MADE NO MENTION OF THE U.S. REQUESTS 
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3. COMMENT: IN GENERAL, THE MINISTER'S COMMENTS AS 
REPORTED IN THE PRESS WERE CLEARLY OPTIMISTIC AS TO THE 
POSSIBILITY OF REACHING AGREEMENT ON LANDING RIGHTS FOR 
ECUATORIANA IN NEW YORK, AND ON THE POSSIBILITIES FOR 
IMPROVING AIRLINE CONNECTIONS SO AS TO FACILITATE TOURISM 
TO ECUADOR. THE STATEMENT FOLLOWS UPON A RECENT SPATE OF 
CRITICISM IN THE ECUADOREAN PRESS REGARDING THE GOE S 
CIVIL AVIATION POLICIES AND THEIR ADVERSE IMPACT ON TOURISM. 
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